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NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 29 - Hurricane Katrina pounded the Gulf Coast with 
devastating force at daybreak on Monday, sparing New Orleans the catastrophic 
hit that had been feared but inundating parts of the city and heaping damage on 
neighboring Mississippi, where it killed dozens, ripped away roofs and left 
coastal roads impassable.

Officials said that according to preliminary reports, there were at least 55 deaths, 
with 50 alone in Harrison County, Miss., which includes Gulfport and Biloxi. 
Emergency workers feared that they would find more dead among people who 
had been trapped in their homes and in collapsed buildings.

Jim Pollard, a spokesman for the Harrison County emergency operations center, 
said many of the dead were found in an apartment complex in Biloxi. Seven 
others were found in the Industrial Seaway.

Packing 145-mile-an-hour winds as it made landfall, the storm left more than a 
million people in three states without power and submerged highways even 
hundreds of miles from its center.

The storm was potent enough to rank as one of the most punishing hurricanes 
ever to hit the United States. Insurance experts said that damage could exceed $9 
billion, which would make it one of the costliest storms on record.

In New Orleans, most of the levees held, but one was damaged. Floodwaters rose
to rooftops in one neighborhood, and in many areas emergency workers pulled 
residents from roofs. The hurricane's howling winds stripped 15-foot sections off 
the roof of the Superdome, where as many as 10,000 evacuees took shelter.

Some of the worst damage reports came from east of New Orleans with an 
estimated 40,000 homes reported flooded in St. Bernard Parish. In Gulfport, the 

storm left three of five hospitals without working emergency rooms, beachfront 
homes wrecked and major stretches of the coastal highway flooded and 
unpassable.

"It came on Mississippi like a ton of bricks," Gov. Haley Barbour said at a 
midday news conference "It's a terrible storm."

President Bush promised extensive assistance for hurricane victims, and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency was expected to be working in the area 
for months, assessing damage to properties and allocating what is likely to be 
billions of dollars in aid to homeowners and businesses.

In Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi, the governors declared search and rescue
their top priority, but they said high waters and strong winds were keeping them 
from that task, particularly in the hardest-hit areas.

The governors sent out the police and the National Guard after reports of looting,
and officials in some parts of Louisiana said they would impose a curfew.

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/08/30/national/30storm.html?
pagewanted=all&_r=1&

http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=bylL&v1=JOSEPH%20B.%20TREASTER&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=JOSEPH%20B.%20TREASTER&inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/08/30/national/30storm.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/08/30/national/30storm.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/national/usstatesterritoriesandpossessions/louisiana/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/national/usstatesterritoriesandpossessions/alabama/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/unitedstates/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/national/usstatesterritoriesandpossessions/mississippi/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=bylL&v1=KATE%20ZERNIKE&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=KATE%20ZERNIKE&inline=nyt-per


Hurricane Katrina Slams Into Gulf Coast; 
Dozens Are Dead
By JOSEPH B. TREASTER and KATE ZERNIKE

Published: August 30, 2005

NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 29 - Hurricane Katrina pounded the Gulf Coast with 
devastating force at daybreak on Monday, sparing New Orleans the catastrophic 
hit that had been feared but inundating parts of the city and heaping damage on 
neighboring Mississippi, where it killed dozens, ripped away roofs and left 
coastal roads impassable.

Officials said that according to preliminary reports, there were at least 55 deaths, 
with 50 alone in Harrison County, Miss., which includes Gulfport and Biloxi. 
Emergency workers feared that they would find more dead among people who 
had been trapped in their homes and in collapsed buildings.

Jim Pollard, a spokesman for the Harrison County emergency operations center, 
said many of the dead were found in an apartment complex in Biloxi. Seven 
others were found in the Industrial Seaway.

Packing 145-mile-an-hour winds as it made landfall, the storm left more than a 
million people in three states without power and submerged highways even 
hundreds of miles from its center.

The storm was potent enough to rank as one of the most punishing hurricanes 
ever to hit the United States. Insurance experts said that damage could exceed $9 
billion, which would make it one of the costliest storms on record.

In New Orleans, most of the levees held, but one was damaged. Floodwaters rose
to rooftops in one neighborhood, and in many areas emergency workers pulled 
residents from roofs. The hurricane's howling winds stripped 15-foot sections off 
the roof of the Superdome, where as many as 10,000 evacuees took shelter.

Some of the worst damage reports came from east of New Orleans with an 
estimated 40,000 homes reported flooded in St. Bernard Parish. In Gulfport, the 

storm left three of five hospitals without working emergency rooms, beachfront 
homes wrecked and major stretches of the coastal highway flooded and 
unpassable.

"It came on Mississippi like a ton of bricks," Gov. Haley Barbour said at a 
midday news conference "It's a terrible storm."

President Bush promised extensive assistance for hurricane victims, and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency was expected to be working in the area 
for months, assessing damage to properties and allocating what is likely to be 
billions of dollars in aid to homeowners and businesses.

In Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi, the governors declared search and rescue
their top priority, but they said high waters and strong winds were keeping them 
from that task, particularly in the hardest-hit areas.

The governors sent out the police and the National Guard after reports of looting,
and officials in some parts of Louisiana said they would impose a curfew.

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/08/30/national/30storm.html?
pagewanted=all&_r=1&

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/08/30/national/30storm.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/08/30/national/30storm.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/national/usstatesterritoriesandpossessions/louisiana/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/national/usstatesterritoriesandpossessions/alabama/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/unitedstates/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/national/usstatesterritoriesandpossessions/mississippi/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=bylL&v1=KATE%20ZERNIKE&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=KATE%20ZERNIKE&inline=nyt-per
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=bylL&v1=JOSEPH%20B.%20TREASTER&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=JOSEPH%20B.%20TREASTER&inline=nyt-per


Britons describe hurricane ordeal

Britons returning from New Orleans have described the horrifying conditions there.

They were among the thousands forced to seek refuge from the floods that engulfed the city 

following Hurricane Katrina.

Some 96 Britons still remain unaccounted for.

MICHELLE ANDREWS

Student Michelle Andrews, 20, said she had been sheltering on the 17th floor of a New Orleans 

hotel when Katrina hit.

“ They just turned us away and said we would have to fend for ourselves ” 

Michelle Andrews

"We just lay down in the corridors as these thick white clouds just closed in on us. It was Hell."

But after the hurricane passed, the hotel asked Ms Andrews, from south Wales, and the friends 
she was travelling with to leave.

"We went to a convention centre where the National Guard was based - but they just turned us 
away and said we would have to fend for ourselves."

The group ended up sleeping rough on a 30ft-high covered walkway before being found by an 
Australian television crew and rescued.

"Every day we woke to more dead bodies and people with guns. There was polluted water 
everywhere and the smell was awful. And there was no electricity. It was so dark."

TERESA CHERRIE AND JOHN DRYSDALE

Nurse Teresa Cherrie, 42, and her partner lorry driver John Drysdale, 41, said they had flown to 

the US on 27 August, after their travel company told them the "tropical storm" would only last a 
day.

“ We got told to go ahead and enjoy our holiday ” 
John Drysdale

"We never had any idea of what we were getting into. We got told to go ahead and enjoy our 
holiday," Mr Drysdale said.

The couple, from Renfrew in Scotland, fled from New Orleans to Baton Rouge, where they were 
forced to scavenge for food, while hiding from armed gangs.

"We were getting followed about... they were saying, 'They've got water, they've got water'," Mr 

Drysdale said.

Ms Cherrie said they would send a cheque to reimburse a store they had looted.

"We only took some water and we took some food and some tins and a carton of cigarettes."

JENNY SACHS

Jenny Sachs, of Sheffield, told how soldiers had to smuggle her out of the Superdome in secret.

She was one of about 30 Britons who, realising they could not escape the city, had fled to the 

stadium for shelter.

“ The military got us out, which we were all thankful for ” 

Jenny Sachs 

"It has hit me more now I am at home, when you can have clean water, how bad it was," she said.

She said people had been raped and that others were beaten up.

"A guy was brought in who had seven stab wounds and was covered in blood."

The military told all non-US citizens to stay together for safety, Ms Sachs added.

They later told them they would be secretly smuggled out in groups of 10 under cover of darkness

as it had become too dangerous for them to remain in the stadium, she told BBC News.

"When we were leaving, people were going 'Where are you going?' and giving us looks.

"But the military got us out, which we were all thankful for."

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/4214746.stm
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