
POSTCARDS

PROBLEMS TO SOLVE

1. You received a postcard but there is no signature because of the rain.
2. You are on holidays, you have to choose postcards for your family, your best friend and
your penfriend.

SKILLS (Reading)

READING 
CORRESPONDENCE

READING FOR 
INFORMATION AND 
ARGUMENT

OVERALL READING 
COMPREHENSION

A1

«Can understand short, 
simple messages on 
postcards.» 

«Can get an idea of the 
content of simpler 
informational material and 
short simple descriptions, 
especially if there is visual 
support.»

«Can understand very 
short, simple texts a single 
phrase at a time, picking up
familiar names, words and 
basic phrases and rereading
as required.»

from  CEFRL, Council of Europe 2011, http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Source/Framework_EN.pdf

MATERIALS

* Pictures of postcards
* Texts of postcards
* Videoprojector

STEPS

1. Anticipating the content of a postcard with the picture
(«Can get an idea of the content of simpler informational material and short simple descriptions, especially if there is
visual support.»)

Show to students three different postcards (the picture side) and ask them to imagine what is written
on the other side. 

This step will develop the capacity to anticipate the content.

 
Choose an exotic landscape, a series of monuments, a series of local dishes

2. Imagining who can be the sender

Ask the students who can be the sender (you expect: family – friend)

Draw a Venn diagram and ask the students to list the specific elements and the common elements
(examples of words we can find)

           FAMILY                   FRIEND

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Source/Framework_EN.pdf


This step will cast light on the possible elements to recognize

3. Identifying specific elements
(«Can understand very short, simple texts a single phrase at a time, picking up familiar names, words and basic
phrases and rereading as required.» // «Can understand short, simple messages on postcards.» )

Show two postcards to the students. They have to read them by picking up specific elements to
complete the chart

This step will show whether the students can recognize words to understand.

POSTCARD 1 POSTCARD 2

 
Choose words linked to relatives, basic emotions, activities, food…

Ask the students to tell which postcard was sent by whom: parents – best friend – cousins – school
friend…

This step will show whether the student can solve the problem by deducing.

4. Choosing the best postcard

Give to students three situations and they have to choose the most appropriate postcard.

This step will show if the student are able to choose the best postcard in accordance with their
intentions

 
Choose one situation linked to parents, one situation linked to best friend and one linked to a

penfriend


