
MISSION

You must participate into a debate about the pros and cons of using English in India

1. You have to read the different documents and pick up positive and negative elements.

2. You can make a mindmap, or a chart with two columns.

3. You can make a French recap about the documents.

4. You have to write your speech for the debate about either good points or bad points.



DOCUMENT 1

OPINION 11/06/2014 @ 5:54PM 8 186 views

The Problem With The 
English Language In India

Imagine living in a nation where you, a member of the majority, are unable to read the

label of the medicine you must give your child, the menu at a local restaurant or even the

warning signs of the road; a place where you are unable to comprehend the government

document officiating your driver’s license, tax filing or marriage. This is the world that

hundreds  of  millions  of  Indians  live  in  simply  because  the  elite  prefer  English.  This

discrimination has become so systemic that the elite and middle classes send their children

to English private schools while the vast poor send theirs to the government schools of

their mother tongue. One need not mention that universities and even government jobs

require  fluency  in  English,  as  mandated  by  the  ruling  elite.  Therefore,  a  person’s

socioeconomic status in Indian society is approximately in line with his or her fluency in

the language. In other words: a new caste system.

It is incomprehensible that the majority of people in India are being oppressed by the mere

lack of knowledge of a language. By not having medical instructions, food ingredient labels

and nutritional information, government forms, access to the courts and politicians, street

signs, and even movie tickets in their mother tongue, they are being harmed in the most

discriminatory  of  manners.  This  goes  beyond  a  basic  democratic  right  to  just  being

inherently illogical  and prejudiced.  Make no mistake,  simply because an auto driver,  a

maid or a store employee knows his or her numbers, colors and a few other cursory words

in English does not mean they truly speak it, let alone read it. Moreover, the academic

conversation on this matter is controlled by those in the cities while the situation is much

more dire in the towns, villages, hamlets and tribal regions.

from http://www.forbes.com/sites/realspin/2014/11/06/the-problem-with-the-english-language-in-india/

GUEST POST WRITTEN BYSahith Aula

Mr. Aula is a graduate of the University of Cambridge, The Sandra Day
O’Connor College of Law and Emory University.
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